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LOWER ELKHORN NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT 
INFORMATION, PLANNING, & PROGRAMS SUBCOMMITTEE 

Thursday, February 19, 2015 
Lower Elkhorn NRD, 601 East Benjamin 

Norfolk, Nebraska 
 
Members Present Members Absent 
Cory Beller  Gary Loftis  
Chris Carlson   
Joel Hansen    
Mike Krueger  
Luke Winkelbauer 
Dave Shelton  
 

Subcommittee Chairman Dave Shelton called the meeting to order. The Public Meeting 
Notice was published in the Norfolk Daily News on February 13, 2015. The Nebraska Open 
Meetings Act information was posted. Roll call: Beller, Carlson, Hansen, Krueger, Winkelbauer, 
Shelton. Absent: Loftis. 

 
Jeremiah Schulz, Dodge County Resource Conservationist, had presented information on 

a grade stabilization structure that is constructed of large concrete blocks at the March 2014 
subcommittee meeting. The subcommittee had asked that applications and designs for one or two 
of the grade stabilization structure be presented for consideration of NRD cost share. That is now 
complete and Jeremiah presented the design information and cost to the subcommittee. Motion 
was made by Carlson and seconded by Beller to recommend to the board to approve the 75% 
cost share (estimated cost $9794.82/LENRD cost share $7346.12) for the grade stabilization 
drop structure in Dodge County. Aye: Beller, Carlson, Hansen, Krueger, Winkelbauer, Shelton. 
Nay: None. Absent: Loftis. Motion Carried. 
 

Rule and regulation changes – Water Resources Manager Rick Wozniak presented staff 
proposed amendments to the District’s Groundwater Management Area Rules and Regulations. 
Staff recommends modifying the definition for supplemental wells, requiring all flow meter 
reports on December 1st of each year, changing the date for the Board to establish the upcoming 
year’s allocation to December 31st for Allocation Subareas, removing the requirement for 
certifying irrigated acres for land irrigated by a well that pumps less than  gallons per minute, 
developing a good cause variance process, and allowing transfer of irrigated acres for cases 
where: the transfer is between adjoining parcels of land, the transfer will not increase the number 
of irrigated acres, and the groundwater well used to water the land will not change. Discussion 
followed with several suggestions from the Board. No action was taken. 

Each year, the Board must determine the number of new irrigated acres to allow under 
the standard and expedited variance processes in Rules 13 and 15. Rick presented the staff 
recommendation to continue the Board’s policy from 2014. Rick also recommended that the 
Board instruct staff to develop an amendment to the Districts rules to allow for transfers as 
described above, which was to allow transfers of irrigated acres between adjacent parcels if the 
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transfer included no new irrigated acres and the same well was used to irrigate the transferred 
acres. Discussion followed. 

Motion was made by Hansen and seconded by Krueger to recommend to the Board to 
allow no new groundwater irrigation acres district-wide under the District’s standard variance 
process for 2015; and under the District’s expedited variance process, allow no new or 
supplemental irrigation wells and no transfer of irrigated acres district-wide, but allow approval 
of applications of 10 acres or less if the addition of the requested acres will allow the applicant’s 
center pivot irrigation system to finish its circle and, to approve a total of no more than 200 new 
irrigated acres in the hydrologically connected area and no more than 200 irrigated acres in the 
non-hydrologically connected area for applications located outside of the District’s quantity 
subareas for 2015. Aye: Beller, Hansen, Krueger, Winkelbauer, Shelton. Nay: Carlson. Absent: 
Loftis. Motion Carried. 

Motion was made by Carlson and seconded by Beller to recommend to the Board to 
instruct staff to develop an amended rule which allows users to transfer certified acres across 
parcel boundaries provided that the transfer does not result in an increase in the number of 
irrigated acres and the same well is used to water the transferred acres. Aye: Beller, Carlson, 
Hansen, Krueger, Winkelbauer, Shelton. Nay: None. Absent: Loftis. Motion Carried. 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Dave Shelton, Chairman 








