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Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 

Thursday, January 14, 2016 

Lower Elkhorn NRD 

601 East Benjamin, Norfolk Nebraska 

 

6:30 p.m. – Public Hearing for Proposed Amendments to the District’s 

Groundwater Management Area Rules and Regulations 

 

 
Followed by the Committee of the Whole Meeting 

 
 

1.  Statement of Public Notice of Meeting and Posted Nebraska Open Meetings Act Information  

- Chairman Danny Kluthe 

 

2. Projects 

 

a. New Structure Evaluation - Olsson Associates will be in attendance to discuss the 

proposal to evaluate eight future structure sites within the LENRD.  These sites will 

be evaluated and a report will be given to the NRD on the pro’s and con’s of each 

site.  Multiple goals of each site will be listed and should prepare the NRD to select 

two or three sites for further investigation.  The ultimate goal of this exercise is to 

prepare the district for the next round of Water Sustainability Funding.  See attached 

proposal.   

 

b. Village of Howells – Request for cost sharing to upgrade the Pokorney flood control 

dam. 

 

c. Remove and Replace Maskenthine Arboretum Restroom with concrete restroom. 

 

3. Water Resources 

 

a. Drought Mitigation Plan - JEO will be in attendance to give the board a brief 

overview of the drought mitigation plan that the district will soon start developing. 

Please see the attached description for further details.  It will be the goal of the district 

to work through this plan and incorporate the recommendations of it into the 

Groundwater Management Plan Rules and Regulations.  

 

b. Proposed Amendments to the District’s Groundwater Management Area Rules and    

Regulations – These proposed amendments will: 1) require flow meters on all active 

irrigation wells within the District and 2) change the educational requirement in 

Quantity Subareas to four credit-hours over a four year period. The proposed 

amendments can be found on the following pages of the attached document: Page 4 – 

add “Flow Meter Technician” definition; Page 6 – add “Irrigation Well” definition; 
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Pages 22 through 29 – describe flow meter installation, maintenance and reporting 

requirements for Rule 11, the flow meter section of the rule; and Page 62 – change 

the structure for educational requirements for irrigators in Quantity Subareas.  

 

c. Presentation of Results from 2015 Pierce and Knox Counties Irrigation Well 

Sampling Project – Last summer, the District collected several hundred groundwater 

quality samples from Pierce and Knox Counties. Staff will present the results of this 

sampling effort. 

 

d. Delineation of LENRD - As the Districts Groundwater Management Plan continues 

to evolve, the maps depicting our district will also need to change.  Discussion to this 

point has been to start using the delineation map that was provided to the District in 

the Water Inventory Report.  Staff will begin to make changes to this map and 

recommend that we continue to delineate the district into more manageable areas or 

as better science becomes available.  The first manageable area up for discussion will 

be the area we keep referring to as west of the Norfolk gauge (Battle Creek 

Watershed).  See attached maps. 

 

e. Lower Elkhorn River Basin Water Quality Management Plan – January 5, 2016 the  

Steering Committee for the Lower Elkhorn River Basin Water Quality Management 

Plan held their first meeting. LakeTech consulting led the meeting, providing the 

steering committee members with a brief overview of the plan, a synopsis of the 

water resources and concerns, an explanation of committee roles and function, as well 

as an activity to identify committee priorities. Attached, find a more thorough update 

of what was discussed at this initial meeting. 

 

f. Acre Certification Update – There are 7,358 estimated tracts of ground that need to be 

certified for irrigated acres.  The board has approved roughly 3,454 tracts through the 

public hearing process.  Staff currently has 404 tracts ready for the next public 

hearing on March 10th.  When these tracts are approved the district will be roughly 

52% finished with the acre certification process. 

 

 
4.  Administration 

 

 a. Discussion of uniform (shirts, jackets, etc.) allowance for directors and staff. 


