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Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. 

Lower Elkhorn NRD 

601 East Benjamin, Norfolk Nebraska 

 
 

1.  Statement of Public Notice of Meeting and Posted Nebraska Open Meetings Act Information 

- Chairman Danny Kluthe. Chairman Kluthe informed the Board and those attending of the 

Publication of Meeting Notice in the Norfolk Daily News on February 5, 2016 and the Nebraska 

Open Meetings Act information posted. 

 

Directors Present    Directors Absent 

Chris Carlson     Joel Hansen 

Roger Gustafson    Chad Korth 

Bob Huntley     Jarvis Otten 

Kurt Janke      Luke Winkelbauer 

Mike Krueger  

Gary Loftis 

Dennis Schultz 

Dave Shelton 

Tim Tighe 

Danny Kluthe 

 

2. Projects 

 

a. USGS Report – Understanding Cyanobacteria Blooms in Willow Creek Reservoir. 

USGS has provided the District with its first draft of the final report on the Willow 

Creek Reservoir project entitled “Relating Cyanobacteria to Potential Causes in 

Willow Creek Reservoir, Nebraska, 2012-14.”  Dave Rus, scientist with the USGS, 

gave a presentation to the committee summarizing the preliminary discoveries of the 

project.  District staff is in the process of reviewing the preliminary report and will 

provide comments on the report to USGS.   

 

b. Construction of restroom/storage/office in maintenance building at Maple Creek 

Recreation Area – This item was included in the Fiscal Year 2016 Long Range Plan. 

The staff presented cost estimates and based on the estimates will proceed on the 

construction. 

 

c. Installation of additional “pressure relief wells” at Willow Creek Dam –The relief 

wells appear to be less than $30,000 so we will proceed with informal bidding and 

construction of them. 

  

 

2. Water Resources 
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a. Changes to the Lower Elkhorn NRD Rules for Chemigation – The staff is researching 

the possibility of changing the minimum required inspections from once every two 

years to once every three years.  

 

The proposed changes to the Chemigation Rule were presented to the committee and 

no changes were suggested.  District staff will develop a schedule to proceed with the 

necessary steps to facilitate this change. The first step is to approve a motion 

authorizing staff to advertise a proposed date for a public hearing to receive public 

testimony on the proposed changes. 

 

Recommended Motion:  To hold a public hearing in conjunction with the monthly 

board meeting on March 22, 2016 to receive public comment regarding proposed 

modifications to the District’s Rules for Chemigation, which includes changing the 

frequency of renewal permit inspections, and to instruct staff to advertise and make 

necessary preparations for the hearing.  

 

b. Guidelines for Evaluating Expedited Variance Requests for Supplemental Wells – 

The intent is to develop guidelines that can be used to determine approvals or denials 

for supplemental wells on orphaned land.  

 

This is a follow-up to the motion advanced by the Board in December which 

instructed staff to develop guidelines to allow for the approval of permits for parcels 

of land severed from the source of groundwater. At the suggestion of District legal 

counsel, the District staff is developing a third guideline that could be utilized when 

considering Applications for Good Cause Variances to evaluate requests for 

supplemental well permits on orphaned land.  District staff provided a draft of 

proposed language for the third guideline.  Committee members offered suggestions 

for potential addition to the policy language that would provide for enhanced spacing 

requirements as a condition of approval.  District staff will research the suggestions 

raised by the committee and bring the issue back to the committee next month in 

amended form. 

 

c. Discussion regarding the development of boundaries for future use - Determine the 

potential for new uses of groundwater for irrigation.  

 

A discussion was held regarding the development of future management area 

boundaries for use by the District in consideration of requests for new uses of 

groundwater for irrigation purposes.  The District continues to gain improved technical 

information to build upon the existing hydrogeologic framework that can be utilized in 

the development of future groundwater management policies.  District staff added the 

boundaries of the Hydrologically Connected portions of the Lower Elkhorn NRD to a 

map for discussion by the committee.  District staff intends to continue to revisit this 

issue on a regular basis to inform the committee of both the technical aspects and 

geographic priorities associated with this issue.   

 

d. Acre Certification Update – There are 7,392 estimated tracts of ground that need to 

be certified for irrigated acres.  The board has approved roughly 3,454 tracts through 
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the public hearing process.  Staff currently has 861 tracts ready for the next public 

hearing on March 10th.  When these tracts are approved the district will be roughly 

58% finished with the acre certification process. 

 

3. Administration 

 

 a. Introduction of New Secretary/Receptionist – Patty Martens.  


