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MINUTES OF  

LOWER ELKHORN NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Certification of Acres Hearing 

6:30 p.m., Thursday, June 9, 2016 

Lifelong Learning Center 

601 East Benjamin, Norfolk, Nebraska 

 

 
 The Board of Directors Meeting of the Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District was called to  

order by Chairman Danny Kluthe on Thursday, June 9, 2016 at the Lifelong Learning Center, 601 East 

Benjamin, Norfolk, Nebraska. Chairman Kluthe informed the Board and those attending of the 

Publication of Meeting Notice in the Norfolk Daily News on June 1, 2016 and the Nebraska Open 

Meetings Act information posted at the entrance to the room.  

 

 Roll call was taken by Administrative Assistant Vickie DeJong with 10 of 15 Directors present.  

Present:  Carlson, Gustafson, Huntley, Janke, Loftis, Schultz Shelton, Tighe, Kluthe. Absent: Hansen, 

Korth, Krueger, Otten, Winkelbauer.  

 

 Motion was made by Loftis and seconded by Shelton to excuse the absences of Joel Hansen. Aye: 

Carlson, Gustafson, Huntley, Janke, Loftis, Schultz Shelton, Tighe, Kluthe. Nay: None. Absent: Hansen, 

Korth, Krueger, Otten, Winkelbauer. Motion Carried. 

 

Chairman Danny Kluthe gave a brief description of the District’s hearing rules for the public, 

staff and Board: the complete hearing rules were posted on the district website and copies of a summary 

of those rules was made available to anyone present at the meeting; any member of the public would be 

given the opportunity to appear in person or through their agent and could present any supporting 

witnesses, evidence, or statements in support of their position; the Chairman would allow the property 

owner 10 minutes to testify, followed by 5 minutes for each member of the public, followed by testimony 

from the District staff, concluded with 5 minutes for rebuttal testimony; once an individual hearing had 

been closed, neither the public nor the staff could present additional information unless requested by the 

board; discourteous conduct, disorderly conduct, as well as highly repetitious testimony would not be 

allowed in the hearings; and anyone wishing to contest the staff’s preliminary determination of the 

number of certified irrigated acres for a parcel must indicate their desire to do so by writing the unique 

parcel ID number for the land they wish to contest on the sign-up sheet. 

 

Motion was made by Huntley and seconded by Schultz to open all public hearings on the agenda. 

Aye: Carlson, Gustafson, Huntley, Janke, Loftis, Schultz, Shelton, Tighe, Kluthe. Nay: None. Absent: 

Hansen, Korth, Krueger, Otten, Winkelbauer. Motion Carried. 

 

Chairman Kluthe accepted into the record Exhibit number 1, the District’s Hearing Rules of 

Procedure; Exhibit number 2, the District’s Groundwater Management Area Rules and Regulations; 

Exhibit number 3, the Public Hearing Notice; and Exhibit number 4, the list of parcels (the “Unique 

Parcel ID Spreadsheet” prepared by District staff) subject to public hearing. 

 

Chairman Kluthe asked the staff if any requests for continuance were received. GIS Specialist 

Mike Murphy answered that 9 requests for continuance had been received.  

 

A motion was made by Shelton and seconded by Huntley to allow a continuance until the next 

scheduled Certification Hearing which will take place September 8, 2016 for the following Unique Parcel 
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ID numbers:  

 

 

 

Aye: Carlson, Gustafson, Huntley, Janke, Loftis, Schultz Shelton, Tighe, Kluthe. Nay: None. Absent: 

Hansen, Korth, Krueger, Otten, Winkelbauer. Motion Carried. 

 

Chairman Kluthe explained that the Board would next consider hearings in which District board 

members have identified that they have a conflict of interest, either because the board member, a member 

of their immediate family, or a business that they have an interest in has a financial interest in the property 

to be certified by the District. 

 

Chairman Kluthe opened a public hearing for properties for which board member Tim Tighe may 

have a conflict of interest. This included the following properties: Unique Parcel ID numbers: 

 

UNIQUE ID PID (PARCEL) CERTIFICATION ID PRELIMINARY CERTIFIED ACRES 

3011 590132496 2203W29-008 20.09 

273165 590132543 2203W29-005 40.28 

21077 590132559 2203W29-004 67.09 

21185 590132512 2203W29-002 20.07 

3010 590132504 2203W29-003 39.13 

272770 590132490 2203W29-001 77.76 

 

Director Tighe indicated that he did not have any ownership in the properties, but supplied 

written affidavits for the properties listed.  

 

Chairman Kluthe then asked if anyone from the public wished to testify regarding the properties 

for this public hearing. 

 

Chairman Kluthe asked District staff to testify. The staff did not offer any testimony. 

 

A motion was made by Shelton and seconded by Schultz to make a final determination and 

approve the preliminary determinations for Unique Parcel ID numbers 3011, 273165, 21077, 21185, 

3010 and 272770. Aye: Carlson, Gustafson, Huntley, Janke, Loftis, Schultz, Shelton, Kluthe. Nay: None. 

Abstain: Tighe. Absent: Hansen, Korth, Krueger, Otten, Winkelbauer. Motion Carried. 

 

Chairman Kluthe opened a public hearing for the remaining 885 properties that were non-

continued, non-contested, and non-conflict of interest (a list of the properties is attached to these minutes) 

UNIQUE ID PID (PARCEL) CERTIFICATION ID PRELIMINARY CERTIFIED ACRES 

152586 1140220.00 2004E14-005 18.03 

152584 1140230.00 2004E14-004 20.55 

274798 426201900 2009E11-001 147.31 

274799 426202500 2009E11-003 73.97 

201667 0000090.00 2501E19-002 48.79 

202103 0001079.00 2702E20-001 194.75 

255911 0340085.00 1804E03-001 35.37 

255914 0340080.00 1804E03-002 34.06 

19720 0500185.00 1803E07-001 65.80 
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and asked if anyone from the public, staff or Board wished to testify regarding any of these properties. No 

one responded. 

 

A motion was made by Shelton and seconded by Janke to make a final determination and 

approve the preliminary determinations for the 885 properties that remained on the District’s list of 

properties to consider at public hearing on June 9, 2016 that were not continued, contested or did not 

have a conflict of interest (the list of properties is attached to these minutes). Aye: Carlson, Gustafson, 

Huntley, Janke, Loftis, Schultz, Shelton, Tighe, Kluthe. Nay: None. Absent: Hansen, Korth, Krueger, 

Otten, Winkelbauer. Motion Carried. 

 

Motion was made by Shelton and seconded by Huntley to close the Public Hearing. Aye: 

Carlson, Gustafson, Huntley, Janke, Loftis, Schultz, Shelton, Tighe, Kluthe. Nay: None. Absent: Hansen, 

Korth, Krueger, Otten, Winkelbauer. Motion Carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 

 
I, the undersigned Secretary of the Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District hereby certify that the foregoing is a 

true and correct copy of the proceedings had and done by the Board of Directors on June 9, 2016 that all of the 

subjects included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to 

said meeting, the minutes of the Chairman and the Board were in written form and available for public inspection 

within ten working days and prior to the next convened meeting of said body, that all news media requesting 

notification of the time and place of said meeting and the subjects to be discussed at said meeting. 

 

________________________________ 

Gary Loftis, Secretary 

 

 


