
NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE AND PUBLIC HEARING RELATING TO PROPOSED 

AMENDMENTS TO THE LOWER ELKHORN NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT 

GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA RULES AND REGULATIONS  

The Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District (“District”) will hold an open house and public 

hearing in compliance with Section 46-743 of Nebraska Revised Statutes on July 26, 2018, from 5:00 

to 7:00 p.m. at 1508 Square Turn Boulevard in Norfolk, Nebraska. The purpose of the hearing is to 

receive public comment on proposed amendments to the District’s groundwater management area 

rules and regulations (“Rules”).   

 

With this amendment to its Rules, the District proposes to modify the controls for a Phase 2 and 

Phase 3 Area. The proposed changes to the Rules include the designation of or a modification to the 

boundaries of the District’s groundwater management area. Portions of Pierce and Madison Counties 

located within the District are impacted by these proposed modifications to the District’s Rules.  

 

The following list is an overview of the District’s proposed amendments to its groundwater 

management area Rules, which are described in more detail in the full text of the proposed Rules: 

Rule 12 – Groundwater Management Controls.  

a) Section 12.2.2.5 – Any single application of commercial nitrogen fertilizer in excess of 80 

pounds per acre is prohibited. 

b) Section 12.2.2.6 – Application of commercial fertilizer of greater than 50 pounds of nitrogen 

per acre after March 15th is prohibited unless such fertilizer is accompanied with a District 

approved nitrogen stabilizer and/or inhibitor.  Operators using nitrogen stabilizers and 

inhibitors must include documentation to provide proof of purchase and use along with their 

annual field reports to the District.  This documentation must include information to verify 

the nitrogen application rate (per acre), along with verification that the nitrification stabilizer 

or inhibitor was used in accordance with manufacturers recommendations.   

c) Section 12.2.3.2  - All operators in a Phase 3 area shall perform deep soil testing for residual 

nitrate-nitrogen. These tests are required for fields in each year in which a non-legume, 

annual row crop will be planted.  Soil samples will be collected in accordance with the 

definition of ‘soil testing’ in Rule 2. The analysis will be conducted by a laboratory registered 

with the Nebraska Department of Agriculture. 

d) Section 12.2.3.3 - All operators in a Phase 3 area shall be required to develop and adhere to a 

Nutrient Management Plan.  The requirements for these plans shall be determined in 

cooperation with the operator, and will account for all environmental sources of nutrients, use 

historical evidence to support yield goals, and indicate frequency and amounts of nutrient 

applications to achieve yield goals.   

e) Section 12.2.3.4 - Groundwater from all Irrigation Wells in Phase 3 areas shall be sampled 

and tested annually for the nitrate-nitrogen content of the water and such analyses must be 

conducted as directed in Section 12.2.2.3 

 

The full text of the proposed amended Rules is available at the District’s office located at 1508 Square 

Turn Boulevard, Norfolk, Nebraska as well as on the District’s website at www.lenrd.org  

 

Any interested person may appear at the hearing and present written or oral testimony concerning this 

matter. Individuals with disabilities may request auxiliary aids and service necessary for participation 

by contacting the District by July 24, 2018. Testimony relevant to the purposes of the hearing may 

also be submitted in writing (prior to the close of the hearing) to the Lower Elkhorn Natural Resource 

District, 1508 Square Turn Boulevard, Norfolk, Nebraska 68701.     

http://www.lenrd.org/

