
 

Section VII.  Goals, Policies, Objectives and Programs 

 

Drought Mitigation Response 

 

 To minimize the negative impact to groundwater supplies due to prolonged periods of 

deficit precipitation and increased groundwater use from all sectors, the District will utilize 

information provided weekly from the National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) at the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  The U.S. Drought Monitor was implemented in 1999 and is 

also utilized by USDA to trigger disaster declarations, the Farm Service Agency to determine 

eligibility for the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) and the Internal Revenue Service to 

determine eligibility for deferral of taxes on forced livestock sales due to drought. 

 

 The Lower Elkhorn NRD will utilize the Drought Severity Classifications, which have 

been pre-determined by the National Drought Mitigation Center, as the basis for triggering 

remedial actions to protect groundwater supplies.  The NDMC category names and descriptions 

are: 

• D0 Abnormally Dry 

• D1 Moderate Drought 

• D2  Severe Drought 

• D3 Extreme Drought 

• D4 Exceptional Drought 

See Appendix 9 for a full description of the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

 

Trigger Levels and Action Items 

 

 To address the goals of the LENRD Drought Mitigation Plan, the following trigger levels 

and action items will be implemented. 

 

1) D0 No action suggested 

2) D1 No action suggested 

3) D2 Public service announcements, encourage groundwater conservation 

measures, voluntary water-use restrictions requested and such other controls as 

deemed appropriate by the LENRD.  

4) D3 Mandatory water-use restrictions, continue public service announcements, 

enhanced water level monitoring and such other controls as deemed appropriate 

by the LENRD.   

5) D4 Mandatory water-use restrictions, potential reduction in allocation for new 

wells or variances to expand water use (conditions of variance), continue public 

service announcements, enhanced water level monitoring and such other controls 

as deemed appropriate by the LENRD.  

 

  The LENRD Drought Mitigation Plan is designed to give the LENRD board of director’s 

authority to amend the controls used within the D2, D3 and D4 trigger levels in order to address 

existing and potential groundwater shortages due to drought conditions.  As such, the board of 



directors may, at its discretion, annually determine the action items and controls which shall be 

placed at the D2, D3 and D4 trigger levels.   

 

Determination of Allocation Amounts 

 

The board of directors, may, at its discretion, annually determine what groundwater 

allocation amounts shall be used in conjunction with the LENRD Drought Mitigation Plan.  

More specific information regarding the allocation amounts will be set forth within the 

LENRD’s policies and procedures.   

 

 

 


