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CHAPTER 2 - GOALS 
The goals and objectives of the Lower 
Elkhorn River Basin Water Quality 
Management Plan are designed to guide 
future management decisions related to 
improvement of water quality.  They will 
provide a connection between future 
implementation projects and the goals and 
objectives of the various conservation programs of partner agencies.  In particular, they provide a direct 
connection to the 2015 NPS Plan. 

2.1. Goals, Objectives, and Tasks 

GOAL 1.  The quality of surface water and groundwater resources within the watersheds of the 
Lower Elkhorn River Basin will be enhanced through a comprehensive and collaborative 
program that efficiently and effectively implements actions to restore and protect 
natural resources from degradation and impairment.  

 
Objective 1.  Natural resources management actions will be based on sound data and effective 

directing of resources.  
 

Task 1.  Review and, as necessary, revise monitoring and assessment methods and protocols to 
ensure that data accurately detect and quantify natural resources threats and 
impairments and that data are useful in guiding management decisions.  

 
Task 2.  Evaluate threats and impairments to natural resources through ongoing monitoring, 

data assessment, and special studies.  
 
Task 3.  Review and, as necessary, revise the lists of priority watershed/sub-watersheds, and 

special priority areas activities identified for restorative or protective management 
actions every five years.  

 
Task 4.  Review and amend the plan at least every five years to update, at a minimum, the action 

plan, milestones, and schedule for implementation.  
 

Objective 2.  Strong working partnerships and collaboration among appropriate local, state, and 
federal agencies, and non-governmental organizations, will be established and 
maintained regarding management of natural resources. 

 
Task 1.  Continue to incorporate input from a variety of resource agencies on resource 

management issues and communicate issues regarding management of natural 
resources.  

 
Task 2.  Retain and enhance local citizen advisory groups at the project level to assist in planning 

and implementing natural resources management projects and activities.  
 

VISION STATEMENT 

The watersheds of the Lower Elkhorn River Basin will be 
improved through implementation of a long term strategy 
to systematically address water resources deficiencies and 

allow for enhanced and coordinated adaptive management 
of both surface water and groundwater resources. 
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Task 3.  Establish a LENRD watershed coordinator to facilitate coordination and integration of 
conservation programs, projects, and activities.  

 
Objective 3.  Comprehensive and systematic strategies will be employed to restore and protect 

natural resources.  
 

Task 1.  Develop project implementation plans (PIPs) that implement actions outlined in the 
basin plan.  

 
Task 2.  Implement projects in priority watersheds/sub-watersheds, and special priority areas 

that restore and protect natural resources, reduce pollution of water resources, and 
lead to delisting of impaired waters or protection of high quality waters.  

 
Task 3. Utilize multiple conservation programs and complementary practices in implementing 

projects. 
 
Task 4. Create multi-beneficial projects for surface and groundwater by incorporating water 

quality practices listed in this plan into the Integrated Management Plan. 
 
Objective 4.  The status, effectiveness, and accomplishments of projects and activities directed toward 

management of natural resources will be continually assessed and periodically reported 
to appropriate audiences.  

 
Task 1.  Conduct progress and financial reviews of grant-funded implementation projects. 
 
Task 2.  Track and assess conservation and outreach activities to ensure that restoration and 

protection of natural resources, and distribution of project information, are adequately 
addressed in a timely manner.  

 
Task 3.  Summarize accomplishments and recommendations for further actions in implementing 

the basin plan in annual and final project reports, periodic reports to partners, and 
project success stories.  

 
GOAL 2.  Resource managers, public officials, community leaders, and private citizens will strive 

to understand the effects of human activities on water quality and support actions to 
restore and protect water resources from impairment by nonpoint source pollution.  

 
Objective 1. Deficiencies in knowledge needed to improve decision making regarding management of 

natural resources will be identified and investigated.  
 

Task 1.  Identify unique and under-served audiences to be engaged through outreach.  
 
Task 2.  Identify knowledge gaps in key audiences that impede their participation in actions to 

manage natural resources.  
 

Objective 2.  Tools to effectively transfer knowledge and facilitate actions regarding management of 
natural resources will be developed, improved, and maintained. 
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Task 1.  Develop and improve effective communication programs, projects, and activities to 
educate key audiences about management of natural resources.  

 
Task 2.  Develop and distribute audience-specific materials to inform and engage community 

leaders, local media, youth, educators, and other defined audiences regarding natural 
resources management. 

 
Task 3. Provide technical assistance to participants in conservation programs to help them 

select, install, and maintain appropriate practices. 
 
GOAL 3. The water, land, and biological resources in watersheds of the Lower Elkhorn River Basin 

will be healthy, productive, and sustainable. 
 
Objective 1. Reservoirs, streams, and groundwater resources will meet or exceed levels of quality and 

quantity necessary to serve the needs of the citizens in the basin. 
 

Task 1. Implement conservation practices and activities that sufficiently reduce pollutant loads 
to restore or protect designated beneficial uses of surface water resources. 

 
Task 2. Provide an adequate supply of acceptable quality groundwater to forever fulfill the 

reasonable groundwater demands within the NRD for domestic, municipal, agricultural, 
industrial, wildlife, and other uses deemed beneficial by the LENRD Board. 

 
Task 3. Implement conservation practices and activities that sufficiently decrease withdrawal 

and/or increase recharge of groundwater to maintain sustainable aquifer levels. 
  
Objective 2. The land and stream resources in the watersheds of the Lower Elkhorn River Basin will be 

stable and productive. 
 

Task 1. Implement agricultural conservation practices and activities that improve soil health by 
reducing erosion, increasing organic matter, and improving soil structure. 

 
Task 2. Implement agricultural conservation practices and activities that improve soil fertility by 

increasing nutrient retention and availability. 
 
Task 3. Implement agricultural conservation practices and activities that improve soil moisture 

availability by increasing infiltration and retention of precipitation and irrigation water. 
 
Task 4. Implement practices and activities that repair and prevent bank erosion at critical 

infrastructure and promote natural bank stabilization at non-critical sites to improve 
stream stability. 

 
Objective 3. The riparian corridors along streams and tributaries within the Lower Elkhorn River Basin 

will support a natural community of flora and fauna that is healthy and productive. 
 

Task 1. Implement practices and activities that restore and protect a continuous riparian zone 
that provides sufficient shade, organic material, and nutrient inputs to support 
appropriate aquatic and terrestrial species. 
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Task 2. Implement practices and activities that provide riparian zone and stream habitats with 
appropriate cover, structure, and substrate to support appropriate aquatic and terrestrial 
species. 
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