
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING RELATING TO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE LOWER 

ELKHORN NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 

RULES AND REGULATIONS  

The Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District (“District”) will hold a public hearing in compliance 

with Section 46-743 of Nebraska Revised Statutes on December 21, 2017, at 7:30 p.m. at 601 East 

Benjamin Avenue in Norfolk, Nebraska. The purpose of the hearing is to receive public comment on 

proposed amendments to the District’s groundwater management area rules and regulations 

(“Rules”).   

 

With this amendment to its Rules, the District proposes to adopt a new rule that would allow the 

District to consider transfer of certified irrigated acres and other uses of water within the District. The 

proposed changes to the Rules do not include the designation of or a modification to the boundaries 

of the District’s groundwater management area. The entire geographic area of the District is impacted 

by these proposed modifications to the District’s Rules.  

 

The following is an overview of the District’s proposed amendments to its groundwater management 

area Rules, which are described in more detail in the full text of the proposed Rules: 

Rule 18 – Transfers of Water Uses 

18.1. Background and Purpose. To allow for the effective management of groundwater, the District may 

consider a request to transfer the beneficial use of the resource between geographic locations, transfers of 

groundwater to surface water, transfers of surface water to groundwater, conversion from one type of 

beneficial use of groundwater to another, the addition of a beneficial use to a groundwater well of different 

beneficial use and other such issues related to transfers. The purpose being to enhance the District’s ability 

to manage groundwater by moving the use of groundwater to more desirable locations, to reduce or 

minimize the consumptive use of groundwater for purposes of enhancing or protecting existing 

groundwater users and/or reduce the impact to rivers and streams (in areas where the two are connected) 

and to provide landowners with an alternative means of establishing and/or expanding a beneficial use of 

groundwater on their property. 

 
The full text of the proposed amended Rules is available at the District’s office located at 601 East 

Benjamin Drive, Suite 101, Norfolk, Nebraska as well as on the District’s website at www.lenrd.org  

 

Any interested person may appear at the hearing and present written or oral testimony concerning this 

matter. Individuals with disabilities may request auxiliary aids and service necessary for participation 

by contacting the District by December 20, 2017. Testimony relevant to the purposes of the hearing 

may also be submitted in writing (prior to the close of the hearing) to the Lower Elkhorn Natural 

Resource District, 601 East Benjamin Avenue, Suite 101, Norfolk, Nebraska 68701.     

http://www.lenrd.org/

