
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING RELATING TO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE LOWER 
ELKHORN NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT AREA 

RULES AND REGULATIONS  

The Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District (“District”) will hold a public hearing in compliance 
with Section 46-743 of Nebraska Revised Statutes on January 14, 2016, at 6:30 p.m. at 601 East 
Benjamin Avenue in Norfolk, Nebraska. The purpose of the hearing is to receive public comment on 
proposed amendments to the District’s groundwater management area rules and regulations 
(“Rules”).   
 
With this amendment to its Rules, the District proposes to require Flow Meters on all active irrigation 
wells within the District and to change the educational requirement in Quantity Subareas to four (4) 
credit-hours over a four (4) year period. The proposed changes to the Rules do not include the 
designation of or a modification to the boundaries of the District’s groundwater management area. 
The entire geographic area of the District is impacted by these proposed modifications to the 
District’s Rules.  
 
The following list is an overview of the District’s proposed amendments to its groundwater 
management area Rules, which are described in more detail in the full text of the proposed Rules: 

1) Rule 2, Definitions. Add definitions for “Flow Meter Technician” and “Irrigation Well” to Rule 2; 
2) Rule 11, Flow Meters.  

a) Prohibit withdrawal of groundwater without a properly installed and functioning Flow Meter 
for Water Wells described in Rule 11. 

b) With the exception of Irrigation Wells registered as inactive status wells, require each 
Irrigation Well within the District to be equipped with a properly installed and functioning 
Flow Meter by January 1, 2018; 

c) Develop a policy for Flow Meter installation and maintenance inspections by the District;  
d) Require any Person wishing to install and/or maintain Flow Meters required under Rule 11 to 

become certified by the District as a Flow Meter Installation or a Flow Meter Maintenance 
Technician, require the District to establish and maintain a Flow Meter Installation and 
Maintenance Certification Program for such purpose, and require Flow Meter Technicians to 
report all installation and maintenance activities to the District;  

e) Add “anti-reverse” and “durability” to the list of minimum Flow Meter specifications; 
f) Require that certain actions are taken when a Flow Meter malfunctions;  
g) Establish a Rule 11 Variance Process to address issues and situations that would otherwise be 

prohibited by Rule 11;  
3) Rule 17. Quantity Subareas.  

a) Require the District Board of Directors to determine the educational requirements for the first 
year after a Quantity Subarea is established, and following this, the educational requirement 
shall be to complete four (4) hours of educational credits every four (4) years; and 

b) Authorize the District’s General Manager to approve programs for the educational 
requirements of Rule 17. 

The full text of the proposed amended Rules is available at the District’s office located at 601 East 
Benjamin Drive, Suite 101, Norfolk, Nebraska as well as on the District’s website at www.lenrd.org  
 
Any interested person may appear at the hearing and present written or oral testimony concerning this 
matter. Individuals with disabilities may request auxiliary aids and service necessary for participation 
by contacting the District by January 12, 2016. Testimony relevant to the purposes of the hearing may 
also be submitted in writing (prior to the close of the hearing) to the Lower Elkhorn Natural Resource 
District, 601 East Benjamin Avenue, Suite 101, Norfolk, Nebraska 68701.     

http://www.lenrd.org/

