
America’s forests provide us 

with so many gifts — a walk 

with family on a bristling fall 

day, the awe inspired by a 

chirping bird high above, pure 

air, clean drinking water, and 

a quiet peace that cannot be 

found anywhere in town.   

The forest acts as host,  

entertainer and trusted servant.

All it asks in return is our 
commitment to help it 
remain in good health.



Our forestland is threatened more today than perhaps ever 
before. Insects of all kinds have infested urban trees in 
cities, big and small, and consumed large sections of the 
wilderness in Western states; wildfires burn millions of 
acres annually, all the while stealing millions of dollars from 
our federal agencies in their attempt to preserve our forests.

A healthy, sustainable forest requires the help of trained 
professionals. It begins with a plan and a commitment to 
sound management that is beneficial for the wildlife that 
occupy it and the rest of us who visit once in a while. The 
forest needs caretakers — stewards — to nurture it and 
educate the next generation of adventurers on how to 
best appreciate it.

The forest is calling us. It’s asking for our help.  
What it offers in return is well worth the investment.

Contact your local conservation district to learn 
more about the importance of trees in your 
community. Find your district by visiting 
www.nacdnet.org/about/districts/directory

The National Association of  Conservation Districts (NACD) Stewardship Week is one of  the largest 
conservation-related observances. The nation’s 3,000 conservation districts manage soil and water 
conservation programs in virtually every community in the United States. Since 1955, NACD has 
sponsored the national Stewardship Week program by selecting a theme and developing materials for 
schools and communities. Stewardship Week, celebrated annually between the last Sunday in April and 
the first Sunday in May, reminds us of  our personal responsibility to care for the natural resources 
upon which we all depend. The celebration and observance of  stewardship lasts for more than just one 
week; it continues throughout the entire year. The concept of  stewardship involves personal and social 
responsibility. We have a duty to be wise and effective stewards of  natural resources in our daily lives. 
Special thanks to the NACD Forest Resource Policy Group (RPG) for their assistance.
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