
LENRD Soil Moisture Monitoring Cost Share Programs 

The Lower Elkhorn NRD promotes the use of soil moisture sensors in irrigation 

scheduling to conserve groundwater, and help prevent overwatering that can lead 

to leaching of valuable nutrients, which degrade groundwater quality. 

Irrigation water management is a critical element in agriculture.  Determining when 

or when not to irrigate is sometimes difficult and soil moisture sensors can provide 

useful information to help growers make smart decisions.  Optimizing stored soil 

moisture is beneficial to both the economic and environmental parameters of 

production agriculture. 

Cost Share Assistance 

The Lower Elkhorn NRD has funding available to assist growers in the purchase or 

lease of soil moisture sensor technology.  The assistance is limited to lands operated 

within the boundaries of the Lower Elkhorn NRD.   

Purchase 

If the grower decides to purchase the products necessary to monitor soil moisture, 

the Lower Elkhorn NRD has funding to offer 50% reimbursement of the actual cost 

of purchase of soil moisture sensors and dataloggers.  There are a variety of 

technologies available and the Lower Elkhorn NRD can provide guidance in helping 

the grower determine which product is right for his operation.  To apply for the cost 

share assistance visit your local NRCS office 

Lease (Pilot Project 2012) 

If the grower decides to lease a high intensity soil moisture probe the Lower Elkhorn 

NRD is offering financial assistance to the grower in the amount of $500.  This 

amount is limited to one high intensity soil moisture probe per grower or $500 per 

grower, up to a maximum of 20 growers throughout the district.  A requirement for 

receiving the cost share assistance is that the data from the sensor shall be made 

available to the Lower Elkhorn NRD during or after the growing season, whichever is 

most convenient.  To apply for the cost share assistance for the lease program visit 

your local NRCS office. 


