
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR 

LOGAN EAST RURAL WATER SYSTEM 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

8:00 p.m. April 14, 2025 Monday 

LOGAN EAST RURAL WATER SYSTEM OFFICE – OAKLAND, NE 
 

The regular meeting of the Logan East Rural Water System Advisory Committee was called to order by Ron 

Dierking-chairman on Monday April 14, 2025. The Publication of the Nebraska Open Meeting Act information 

was printed in the Oakland Independent on April 10, 2025, and is posted by the entrance door.  

Rollcall was taken with 7 of the 9 committee members present.  Present: Dam, Dierking, Fehrer, Hagerbaumer, 

Johnson, Peterson., and Tobin. Absent: Kruger & Wulf.  Rollcall of the Lower Elkhorn NRD appointed 

members Present: Gary Loftis and Brian Bruckner, LENRD general Mgr. Absent: Gustafson 

Fehrer made the motion and was seconded by Johnson to adopt the agenda. Aye: All   Nay: none Absent: 

Kruger & Wulf.   

Kruger entered the meeting at this time. 

 

Fehrer made the motion and was seconded by Dam to recommend to the Lower Elkhorn N.R.D that Mike Tobin 

be appointed to fill the remaining 3-year term for Bev Lydick on the Logan East Rural Water System Advisory 

Committee.  He will represent the area east of Hwy 75. Aye: Dam, Dierking, Fehrer, Hagerbaumer, Johnson, 

Kruger, Peterson. Nay: none Absent: Wulf. MOTION CARRIED 

 

Public comment: Elizabeth Dunn & Jean Meyer attending representing the Village of Craig. 

 

Minutes of March 10,2025 were read and approved. Aye: All Nay: none Absent: Wulf.  MOTION CARRIED 

 

Finance Reports were reviewed & approved. Aye: All Nay: none Absent Wulf.   

14 people still owe for February 2025 water, all disconnection notices have been paid. 

 

Bruckner reported the M.O.U. (Memorandum of Understanding) with the city of Oakland and the Village of 

Craig have been signed.  LERWS engineer John Ruckman /Bartlett & West and City of Oakland engineer 

Eathen Joy/JEO have approved. 

 

Bartlett & West Engineer -John Ruckman has revised preliminary cost estimates for a connection with the City 

of Oakland, to the Village of Craig, and the possibility of a new tower being constructed to serve the northern 

part of the LERWS system.   

The City of Oakland has approved a small water plant building expansion (5’4”) to allow for the proposed 

pumps to fit easier.  The contractor is beginning construction of the footings of the new water plant building this 

week.   The city of Oakland is working toward completion of the treatment plant by the end of 2025 and 

possibly tower completion in Spring of 2026. 

Bruckner said communications with the Village of Craig and Craig’s engineers -JEO will continue. 

Dam asked about the costs and funding as progress moved forward.  

The Oakland City council will look at hook up fee and the gallon rates at their next meeting 

All discussions on cost will continue as LERWS needs to continue moving forward in addition to continuing to 

be looking for new well locations.  

Loftis reported many conversations were made while in Washington DC concerning the need for funding of 

small systems.  Brian Bruckner, LENRD general manager is working very hard on behalf of Logan East Rural 

Water. 

 



Agenda item #10:   JJ explained the problems with not knowing the water level in the towers when the power 

was out during the snowstorm.  Dry cell battery backups at booster pump stations and water towers failed after a  

 

short time.  JJ suggested larger/better batteries with solar tenders be installed at the sights.   Bruckner will have 

Dallas/LENRD office contact JJ about some that the LENRD has had in the past that might be available. 

Blahak and Johansen thanked Dwight Dam for his help at the Fontanelle booster pump during the snowstorm.  

 

Scribner tower leak investigation and inspection will begin April 30 with Maguire Iron. 

 

Verizon cell phones and a service plan are being worked on, no new phones have been received yet. 

 

Blahak gave the water manager’s report.  A large water loss is partially caused by the overflowing of the towers 

during the power outage when water levels were unavailable. 

  

The next meeting will be on May 12 2025, at 8:00 p.m. at the LERWS office in Oakland 

Having no further business, Dierking adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m. 

 

We, the Logan East Rural Water System Advisory Committee, recommend that the Lower Elkhorn NRD accent 

these minutes. 

I, Mark Peterson the undersigned secretary of the Logan East Rural Water System Advisory Committee, hereby 

certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the proceedings by the Advisory Committee on April 14, 

2025.  

 

Laurie Schold-acting LERWS Advisory Committee Secretary for Mark Peterson 

Logan East Rural Water System 

 

__________________________ 

Others present: Shawn Blahak, JJ Johansen LERWS employee 

                             Elizabeth Dunn, Jean Meyer, Village of Craig 
 


